OUTSIDE READING LIST
ENGLISH II

(Read a different book each nine weeks and complete assigned project.)
A Day No Pigs Would Die







Peck

To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity comes early as he learns "doing what's got to be done," especially regarding his pet pig who cannot produce a litter. 

The Pigman









Zindel
Two high school sophomores from unhappy homes form a close friendship with a lonely old man.
When the Legends Die







Borland

An orphaned Ute Indian boy wins stardom on the rodeo circuit but, disillusioned by his success, returns to the ways of his ancestors.
To Kill a Mockingbird







Lee
Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. 
Animal Farm









Orwell

Orwell's classic satire centers on the bold struggle to transform Mr. Jones's Manor Farm into Animal Farm -- a wholly democratic society built on the credo that All Animals Are Created Equal.

The Time Machine








Wells
The story relates the adventures of a scientist who invents a machine that transports him into the future.
Pride and Prejudice








Austen
This is a famous story of five sisters in eighteenth century England and their romances and lives. 
A Farewell to Arms








Hemingway
On the surface, A Farewell to Arms is about the tragic romance between an American soldier Frederic Henry, and Catherine Barkley, a British nurse. Below the surface, the novel is about World War I and individual tragedy within the larger picture of greater tragedy.

Ender’s Game









Card
This exciting science fiction novel introduces Andrew “Ender” Wiggin. He is a genetically bred child who is the hope of the government to save earth from aliens. They train him by playing military games and he always wins. Now the question is can he win the “game” to save the earth from the aliens?

The Glory Field








Myers
This is a stunning portrait of the progress of black Americans as courageous teenagers escape slavery and combat prejudice and, later, drug addiction.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn





Twain
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel that follows Huck Finn, a character first introduced by Mark Twain in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, on a journey down the Mississippi River.

Fahrenheit 451








Bradbury

A book-burner official in a future fascist state finds out books are a vital part of a culture he never knew. He clandestinely pursues reading, until he is betrayed.
The Pearl









Steinbeck
Kino finds a pearl and assumes it will solve all of his problems. It gives him nothing but grief until he throws it back into the sea. 
The Red Pony









Steinbeck

Ownership of a beautiful red pony teaches ten-year-old Jody about life and death. 
Lord of the Flies








Golding

This is a classic tale about a group of English schoolboys who are plane-wrecked on a deserted island.
Light in the Forest








Richter

A young boy, from the Pennsylvania Colony in the Americas is taken hostage during a raid by a Lenni Lenape tribe during territorial wars. None of the Pennsylvanian men rescue him, and he is adopted by tribesman Cuyloga into the Indian society and rechristened "True Son."

The Giver









Lowry

It is set in a future society which is at first presented as a utopian society and gradually appears more and more dystopian. The novel follows a boy named Jonas through the twelfth year of his life. He faces a dilemma: Should he stay with the community, his family living a shallow life without love, color, music and knowledge, or should he run away to where he can live a full life?

Sounder









Armstrong

It is the story of an African-American boy living with his sharecropper family in Depression-era Louisiana. Although the family's difficulties increase when the father is imprisoned for stealing pig meat and chicken, the boy still hungers for an education.

Never Cry Wolf








Mowat
Canadian Wildlife Service assigned the naturalist Farley Mowat to investigate why wolves were killing arctic caribou. This is the account of his discoveries that summer.
Jane Eyre









Bronte

The captivating, suspenseful story of an orphan who goes to Mr. Rochester's home to serve as governess/ teacher to his little girl - and then falls in love with her boss. 
My Dog Skip









Morris
The story is about nine-year-old Willie Morris growing up in Yazoo City, Mississippi.
Make Lemonade








Wolff

This novel, written in free verse, tells the story of fourteen-year-old LaVaughn, who is determined to go to college-she just needs the money to get there. When she answers a babysitting ad, LaVaughn meets Jolly, a seventeen-year-old single mother with two kids by different fathers

Fallen Angels









Myers
This coming of age story is told from the point of view of a young African-American soldier in Vietnam.
Nothing But the Truth







Avi

An incident in a ninth-grade homeroom is distorted and leads to the destruction of a teacher’s career.
Stuck in Neutral








Trueman

Shawn McDaniel, who suffers cerebral palsy and is literally trapped in his own body, will serve as a powerful metaphor for teens who feel cornered by circumstances or their own physical shortcomings.

The Old Man and the Sea







Hemingway

The story chronicles Santiago's fight with a huge marlin and his struggle to bring it back to his village.
The Martian Chronicles







Bradbury

This story chronicles the early attempts by humans to colonize an inhabited Mars by transforming the Red Planet into a mirror image of the world they left behind.

A Night to Remember








Lord

This is a classic time-travel tale drawn from accounts of survivors of the Titanic.  (First or Second Nine Weeks only)
The Hobbit









Tolkien
Set in a time "Between the Dawn of Færie and the Dominion of Men,” the story follows the quest of home-loving Bilbo Baggins to win a share of the treasure guarded by the dragon, Smaug.  (fantasy)
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl





Frank
Teenage Anne records her experiences as her Jewish family goes into hiding to escape the Nazis during WWII.
