OUTSIDE READING LIST

ENGLISH III

(Read a different book each nine weeks and complete assigned project.)

The Good Earth





Buck
This is the story of a Chinese peasant and his dogged accumulation of land during famine, drought, and revolution.

Cold Sassy Tree





Burns 
Grandpa Blakeslee marries a young milliner just three weeks after Granny Blakeslee has gone to her reward. Young Will is boggled by this act but becomes the newlyweds' conspirator and confidant; meanwhile he does some growing up on his own.
The House on Mango Street




Cisneros
A young girl living in an Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago ponders the advantages and disadvantages of her environment and evaluates her relationships with family and friends.

The Great Gatsby





Fitzgerald
Tells the tragic love story of Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan, a dashing, enigmatic millionaire obsessed with an elusive, spoiled young woman.

*The Grapes of Wrath




Steinbeck
This novel follows the move of a family from Oklahoma to California during the Dust Bowl.
*The Oregon Trail





Parkman
The book is a breezy, first-person account of a 2 month summer tour of the U.S. states of Nebraska, Wyoming, Colorado, and Kansas when Parkman was 23. 

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter



McCullers 
A deaf mute who has lost his only friend to a hospital for the insane becomes the recipient of the confidences of several other town residents.

*The Bluest Eye





Morrison
Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty. Mocked by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set her apart, she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes that she believes will allow her to finally fit in. 

East of Eden






Steinbeck

Spanning the period between the American Civil War and the end of World War I, the novel highlights the conflicts of two generations of brothers; the first being the kind, gentle Adam Trask and his wild brother Charles. Adam eventually marries Cathy Ames, an evil, manipulative, and beautiful prostitute; she betrays him, joining Charles on the very night of their wedding. Later, after giving birth to twin boys, she shoots Adam and leaves him to return to her former profession. . .
*My Antonia






Cather
A New York lawyer remembers his boyhood in Nebraska and his friendship with a simple Bohemian girl.

*O Pioneers!






Cather
Alexandra, daughter of a Swedish immigrant farmer in Nebraska, inherits the

family farm and finds love with an old friend.
Catch 22






Heller

A bombardier, based in Italy during World War II, repeatedly tries to avoid flying bombing missions while his colonel tries to get him killed by demanding that he fly more and more missions.

*Denotes a novel suggested by Dr. Jackson as helpful in U.S. History.

Call of the Wild





London 
The story of Buck, a half-St. Bernard/half-Scotch shepherd that is abducted and taken to the Klondike where it reverts to the wild and becomes a leader of a pack of wolves.

The Catcher in the Rye




Salinger
The story details two days in the life of 16-year-old Holden Caulfield after he has been expelled from prep school. Confused and disillusioned, he searches for truth and rails against the "phoniness" of the adult world. 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin





Stowe
This is a classic novel about blacks in slavery before the Civil War and of their oppression. 
Slaughterhouse-Five





Vonnegut
A fourth-generation German-American is tortured by his memories of the

firebombing of Dresden in 1944 which he witnessed while a prisoner of war.
Treasure Island





Stevenson
After finding a treasure map, Jim Hawkins sets sail to find a pirate's treasure. Among the crew members are pirates also looking to discover the treasure. 


Cry the Beloved Country




Paton
Accused of murdering a white man, a young black South African turns to his minister father and a white attorney for help, but the racial problems of the country prevent justice from being served.
The Virginian






Wister
This is a story about the conflict between wilderness and civilization and the passing of the traditional way of life. The Virginian is set in the Wyoming territory during the late 1870s and 1880s. 

Ethan Frome






Wharton
Story is set in a fictional, wintry New England town named Starkfield, where an unnamed narrator tells the story of his encounter with Ethan Frome, a man with dreams and desires that end in an ironic turn of events.

Little Women






Alcott

Chronicles the joys and troubles of the four March sisters--Meg, Jo, Amy, and Beth--as they grow into young ladies and marry in nineteenth-century New England.

A Lesson Before Dying




Gaines
Tells the story of a young African-American man sentenced to death for a murder he did not commit, and a teacher who tries to impart to him his learning and pride before the execution.
That Was Then, This is Now




Hinton
Sixteen-year-old Mark and Bryon have been like brothers since childhood, but now, as their involvement with girls, gangs, and drugs increases, their relationship seems to gradually disintegrate.

Main Street






Lewis
A young woman has difficulty adjusting to life in a small town in Minnesota.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn




Smith

Young Francie Nolan experiences the problems of growing up in a Brooklyn, New York slum.

For Whom the Bell Tolls




Hemmingway
The story of an American who fought during the Civil War in Spain. 

The Andromeda Strain




Crichton

For five days, scientists struggle to identify and control a deadly new virus threatening the United States.
